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I.
PHILOSOPHY/GOALS:

This course provides the student with the opportunity to explore the concepts of pharmacology.  The role of the nurse in the administration of medications is the emphasis.  Pharmacotherapeutics, calculation of dosages, interactions of drugs, and psychosocial and legal aspects of medication use will be addressed in a variety of learning activities.

II.
LEARNING OUTCOMES AND ELEMENTS OF THE PERFORMANCE:

Upon successful completion of this course the student will demonstrate the ability to:

1)
utilize the general principles of pharmacology.

· differentiate the processes involved in Pharmacology, Pharmacokinetics, Pharmacodynamics, and Pharmacotherapeutics.

· accurately calculate medication dosage problems.

· analyze errors in practical examples of medication administration.

· promote the use of safety practices in the administration of medications.

· justify the various levels of legislation and policy related to drug administration.

· use drug classification systems to prepare specific information about administering medications.

· design, implement, and evaluate health teaching related to drug use.

III.
TOPICS:

1)
Canadian Drug Legislation

8)
Medication Safety

2)
Medication Terminology

9)
Social, Cultural and Psychological

3)
Calculation of Dosages


Impacts on Medication Use

4)
Forms of Drugs


10)
Drugs for all Ages/Stages

5)
Routes of Administration

11)
Pharmacodynamics

6)
Health Teaching


12)
Pharmacokinetics

7)
Drug Classifications


13)
Pharmacotherapeutics

14)
Nursing Responsibilities

IV.
REQUIRED RESOURCES/TEXTS/MATERIALS:


Gray, Deborah, (1998).  Calculate with Confidence. (2nd ed.). St. Louis Missouri:



Mosby Company, 

Lilley, L.L., Aucher, R.S. (1998).   Pharmacology and the Nursing Process.


Canada:  Mosby Company

Skidmore-Roth, L. (1995).  Mosby’s 1995 Nursing Drug Reference.  Toronto C.V.:


Mosby Company.

College of Nurses of Ontario (1995).  Medication Administration Guidelines for 


RNs and RPNs.

Pharmacology Student Resource Package, 1998-99. 

V.
EVALUATION PROCESS/GRADING SYSTEM:

1. The pass mark for this course is 60%.

2. Evaluation Methods:

Unit Tests (2 in total)




10%

Drug Study Profile




20%

Mid-Term Exam




30%

Final Exam



 

30%

Class Presentation




10%

TOTAL

100%


Mid-term exam will consist of course material from the beginning of the course until the 


mid-term date.  It will include dosage calculations.


Final exam:  will consist of material from the whole semester.  It will include dosage 


calculations.  It is very important that you maintain accurate calculation and drug 


information for the safety of your patients.

3.
No supplemental exam will be offered.

4. If the Drug Study Profile is unsatisfactory, one rewrite will be permitted.  The highest grade you can obtain will be a “C”.

· Extension policies will be strictly adhered to.
5. Students missing the mid-term or final exam because of illness or other serious reason, must phone the professor before the exam to inform her/him (759-2554, ext. ____).  Those students who have notified the professor of their absence, according to policy, will be eligible to arrange an opportunity as soon as possible to write the exam at another time.  Those students who do not notify the professor will receive a zero for that exam.

6. Course Grading Scheme:

A+
90 – 100%
Outstanding Achievement

A
80 – 89%
Above Average Achievement

B
70 – 79%
Average Achievement

C
60 – 69%
Satisfactory Achievement

U


Unsatisfactory given at mid-term only

S


Satisfactory given at mid-term only

R


Repeat the course

X


A temporary grade that is limited to instances where special




circumstances have prevented the student from completing 




outcomes by the end of the semester.  An “X” grade must have 




the Dean’s approval and has a maximum time limit of 120 days.

VI.
SPECIAL NOTES:

Special Needs

If you are a student with special needs (eg. physical limitations, visual impairments, hearing impairments, learning disabilities), you are encouraged to discuss required accommodations with the instructor and/or contact the Special Needs Office, Room E1204, Ext. 493, 717, 491 so that support services can be arranged for you.

Retention of Course Outlines

It is the responsibility of the student to retain all course outlines for possible future use in acquiring advanced standing at other post-secondary institutions.

Substitute Course Information is available at the Registrar’s Office.

Your instructor reserves the right to modify the course as he/she deems necessary to meet the needs of students.


Disclaimer


The professor reserves the right to modify the course as she/he deems necessary to 


meet the needs of the student.


Plagiarism


Students should refer to the definition of “academic dishonesty” in the “Statement of 


Student Rights and Responsibilities”.  Students who engage in “academic dishonesty” will receive an automatic failure for the submission and/or such other penalty, up to and including expulsion from the course, as may be decided by the professor.


In order to protect students from inadvertent plagiarism, to protect the copyright of the material referenced and to credit the author of the material, it is the policy of this department to employ the documentation format for referencing source material used by the English Department of Sault College.


Attendance


Students are expected to attend all classes.  Various handouts may be given out during class and students are responsible for keeping up with the material missed.  The easiest way to do this, is to attend classes.

Acknowledgement:  Sault College wishes to acknowledge the contribution Georgian College has made to this course.

VII.
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT

Students who wish to apply for advanced credit in the course should consult the instructor. 
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